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ANTON (CONT'D)
Shit, I’m getting pulling over.

DAVID
What? Why?

ANTON
I don’t know. Hold on. 

ANTON waits anxiously. A white cop 
approaches his window and he rolls 
it down.

COP
License and registration.

ANTON
Yeah, about that, I’m actually in town 
visiting, so this isn’t actually my car. 

COP
License and registration.

ANTON
Yeah, OK. 

Fishing around the glove 
compartment.

I’m sure it...yeah, here it is...Oh, and my...

ANTON hands him the documents. The 
COP uses a flashlight to scan the 
car and then walks away.  

ANTON (CONT'D)
Dad, can you call Uncle Connor and find out who 
this car is registered to? 

DAVID
He’s not going to know. I’m sure it’s a company 
car.

ANTON
(under his breath)

Fuck.

Beat. ANTON shifts nervously.

DAVID
Is everything OK?

ANTON
I don’t know. Look, Dad, if anything happens, 
I’m pulled over on Route 25 northbound, about 
an hour away from Thomasville, I think it was.  
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DAVID
What do you mean if anything happens? Anton, 
are you in some sort of danger?

ANTON
I don’t know. Hold on, he’s coming back.

DAVID
Did you tell him who you were?

ANTON
No, Dad. Just, hang on. Stay on the line, OK?

ANTON lowers his window.

COP
This car is registered to Branson Industries. 
And that’s not your name, boy, now is it?

ANTON
No, sir. I believe it’s a company car. My uncle 
arranged it for me.

COP
Your uncle...yeah. Turn off the ignition, drop 
the keys on the pavement, and step out of the 
car with your hands in the air.

DAVID
Anton, put him on the phone!

COP
Are you on a phone call right now?

DAVID
Do you know who this boy is? What’s your name 
and badge number?

COP
Hang up that phone and step out of the car!

ANTON
Am I under arrest?

DAVID
(overlapping)

Anton, don’t worry. I’m going to call the 
governor.

COP
(overlapping)

Step out of the car, now!

DAVID
If you so much as lay a hand on...
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ANTON hangs up the phone and 
accidentally drops it. HE bends to 
pick it up.

COP
(drawing his gun)

Show me your hands! 

ANTON
(throwing his hands up)

I was just reaching for my phone! 

DAVID
(no longer connected)

Anton! Anton!?

Blackout on David.

COP
Out of the vehicle! 

ANTON
You told me to...

The COP reaches in and opens the 
door, with his gun still on Anton.

COP
Get on the ground! On the ground now!

ANTON
What did I do?

COP
Stop resisting!

ANTON
I’m not...

The COP throws Anton to the 
ground. 

COP
Hands above your head! Spread your legs! 

ANTON
I didn’t do anything. 

The COP cuffs Anton forcefully.

COP
(pushing him into the ground)

Shut the fuck up, nigger.
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ANTON
(crying)

You’re hurting me. Please! Please, stop!

The moment freezes in time. 
JUANITA appears in a pool of 
light. She can’t see Anton.

“WHEN YOU BROUGHT HIM HOME”

JUANITA
NEVER THOUGHT I’D BE FORGIVEN,
NEVER THOUGHT I’D BE SET FREE,
BUT YOU ANSWERED ALL MY PRAYERS
WHEN YOU BROUGHT HIM HOME TO ME.

YOU SAW WE HAD A FUTURE
IN A WAY I COULDN’T SEE.
YOU CARRIED ALL MY BURDENS
WHEN YOU BROUGHT HIM HOME TO ME.

CARINE also appears in a pool of 
light.

JUANITA & CARINE
WHEN THE WATERS ARE RAGING
I TURN TO YOU TO STILL THE SEA
I WAS WASHED IN YOUR GLORY
WHEN YOU BROUGHT HIM HOME TO ME

DEE appears in a pool of light.

JUANITA & DEE
LORD, YOU CAST YOUR LIGHT
ON OUR WILTING FAMILY TREE
AND YOU MADE ME WHOLE AGAIN
WHEN YOU BROUGHT HIM HOME TO ME

The scene unfreezes and the COP 
steps away from Anton, who’s on 
the ground, cuffed, as HE answers 
his shoulder radio.

ANTON
BREATHE, BREATHE, BREATHE.
HOLDING YOUR HEAD HIGH,
DON’T YOU CRY.
DO WHAT HE SAYS, COMPLY.
YOU’RE NOT GONNA DIE.
YOU’RE TOO YOUNG TO DIE!
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JUANITA, CARINE, & DEE
AND WHEN MY HEART WAS LONELY,
YOU HEARD MY SILENT PLEA.
YOU GAVE US A NEW BEGINNING
WHEN YOU

ANTON (CONT'D)
BREATHE, BREATHE, BREATHE
HOLDING YOUR HEAD HIGH,
DON’T YOU CRY.
DO WHAT HE SAYS, COMPLY.
YOU’RE NOT GONNA DIE!
I DON’T WANT TO DIE!

A light comes up on YOUNG ANTON, 
locked up in their apartment when 
he was nine, holding up a chair, 
about to break the window with it.

ANTON (CONT'D)
(simultaneously)

BREATHE, BREATHE, BREATHE!

JUANITA, CARINE, & DEE
(simultaneously)

BROUGHT HIM HOME

Lights suddenly out on the three 
women and Young Anton, and the 
music abruptly stops. The COP 
comes back onstage and uncuffs 
Anton.

COP
You’re free to go.

ANTON
Wait, what? What do you mean?

COP
I said you’re free to go, Mr. Attorney General.

HE spits on the ground as he 
exits.

ANTON sits up and cradles his 
knees.

Blackout.
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